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were engaging the batteries on the river bank, a body of about
2,000 men was descried on rising ground some distance inland.
These turned out to be the reserve of the Burmese army, but they
took no part in the fight that day, and before operations could be
resumed next morning they had disappeared.

This easy capture of Myingyan, where 6,000 picked troops are
said to have been sent, practically decided the campaign; it was
afterwards ascertained that if the British had met with a check
here the Burmese intended to hold out at Ava and Sagaing, and
compel the expeditionary force to undertake siege operations.

A garrison and a civil officer were left at this place.

Many Burmese, who had previously fled from the town, while
it was in the hands of Thibaw's troops, came in to welcome the
British arrival, and the head Jipongyi said the town had been an
abode of misery while the Burmese soldiery were there.

On the 26th November, Yandabo, the extreme limit of the
advance of the British troops during the first Burmese war, was
passed; and on that afternoon, near the village of Nagzun, the King's
State barge arrived with a flag of truce, bringing envoys to open
negotiations for peace.

Coming on board without their shoes the envoys delivered a

letter from the Burmese Prime Minister to
General Prendergast.1 Beginning naively

with the statement that the Burmese Government were under the
impression that the former friendly conditions would still prevail
and that they therefore could not believe that the British would make
war against Upper Burma, the letter stated that the King of Burma
was ready to grant all that was demanded in the ultimatum; that
he desired the cessation of hostilities and offered to enter into a treaty.
Under the instructions upon which he was acting, General Prender-
gast could only reply that no armistice could be granted, but that if
King Thibaw surrendered himself, his army, and his capital, and
if the European residents in Mandalay were all found uninjured in
life and property, the. King's life would be spared and his family
respected. A reply to this was demanded before 4 A.M., on the
following morning. Meanwhile the fleet continued to advance, and
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